
antifa-la-la: songs against statues 
 
 
 
of posies 
 
 
for Takiyah Thompson and her friends 
 
posies: people would carry these flowers . . .  
to conceal the lingering smell of death 
  
 —www.urbandictionary.com   
 
 
ring-a-ring o’ Nazis 
a-marching fascist parties 
a statue, a statue— 
they all fall down! 
 
ring-a-ring o’ Nazis 
a holster full of past lies       
a statue, a statue— 
they all fall down! 
 
citizens together        
a-rising against hate 
on statues, on statues 
we all jump up!  
 
 
 
17 August 2017 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



marble model 
 
 
“Marble Model”: nickname given to Lee by his West Point classmates, as he was the 

model student. Lee was the first student to ever graduate West Point without a single 

demerit. 

 
“The Old Man”: term of respect from the men who fought for him. 
   

  —www.sonofthesouth.net           

 

. . . not satisfied with simply lacerating our naked flesh, Gen. Lee then ordered the 

overseer to thoroughly wash our backs with brine, which was done. 

   

  —Wesley Norris, Robert E. Lee: His Brutality to his Slaves  
 
His silence was permissive. 
   
  —Richard Slotkin, No Quarter: The Battle of the Crater  

 
 
Steal away, steal away 
Steal away, Virginia 
Steal away, steal away home 
We ain’t got long to stay here 
 
Old Man, he calls them 
He calls them like the thunder 
No statue sounds within my soul 
We ain’t got long to stay here 
 
Steal away, steal away 
Steal away, Virginia 
Steal away, steal away home 
We ain’t got long to stay here 
 
Grey crane a-bending 
White anger stand’s a-trembling 
No statue sounds within my soul 
We ain’t got long to stay here 
 
Steal away, steal away 
Steal away, USA 
Steal away, steal away home 
We ain’t got long to stay here 
 
@potus, he calls them         
He calls them like the lightning 
No statue sounds within my soul 



We ain’t got long to stay here 
 
14 August 2017 
 
 
Note: “marble model” was written in response to a photograph by Jonathan 
Bachman that featured in “The Myth of the Kindly General Lee: the legend of the 

Confederate leader’s heroism and decency is based on the fiction of a person who 

never existed,” The Atlantic, June 4, 2017 

https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2017/06/the-myth-of-the-
kindly-general-lee/529038/  
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